Association of Translators and Interpreters of Saskatchewan
General Meeting

29 October 2005

Present:  Eduardo Ansaldo, Lauren Ansaldo (guest), Gétane Bélanger, Angie Chénier (guest), Robert Clark, David Edney, Carolyne Gareau de Recio, Brigitte Haguès, Véronique Larlham, Vera Ljubovic, Danièle Pujolar, Elisabet Ràfols-Sagués, David Rozotto, Nancy Senior, Sybile Tremblay (Chair)

Regrets:  Nancy Allen, Ivanka Dijusto, Lucie Joyal, Richard Lapointe, Gisèle Piché, Nicolle Sauvage, Armella Sonntag, Françoise Stoppa, Elizabeth Warren

1. Adoption of agenda  (D. Rozotto / G. Bélanger)  Carried.

2. Approval of minutes of AGM  as amended  (V. Ljubovic / R. Clark)   Carried.

3. Business arising from the minutes  - See below, Item 7.

4. President's report
At the first executive meeting in June, objectives for the year were set, including:

a. A subcommittee for on-dossier certification, to define what ATIS considers necessary for a dossier to be complete and ready to be sent to CTTIC.  The subcommittee has been formed, and will also prepare a document about this procedure.

2. Seeing how ATIS can be of help to people who do court interpreting.  As members learned in the program today, interpreters are needed not only in court, but also in other settings such as mediation and pre-trial meetings.  Interpreter services are also needed in medical contexts.

Questions raised about this included how one could test community interpreters.  Community interpreters have their own association; they are not included or recognized by CTTIC.

5. Treasurer's report
S. Tremblay presented the treasurer's report on behalf of E. Warren, for information.  The annual report will be presented at the AGM in the spring.  In the present statement covering the period from 1 April – 17 October 2005, the balance is $3,865.13.  The workshop at the spring meeting cost more that was covered by registration fees, but the difference was small.  In summary, taking into account expected income and expenses, there should not be a deficit, but money is tight.  At present, ATIS does not have enough money to start the process of getting reserved title.

The present fee for the ATIS admission exam is $50, which is not enough to cover costs if markers have to be recruited from outside ($50 per marker; two markers per exam, or three in case of an appeal).  A number of provincial associations have higher fees, some more than $100.

According to some members, the ATIS exam fee should be raised to cover the cost of paying markers and to make sure that candidates are serious.

Moved (S. Tremblay / C. Gareau)

That the exam fee be raised to $100.

Moved  Amended motion (amendment C. Gareau / V. Larlham)

That the exam fee be raised to $125.

In favour   7    Opposed  6      Carried

The exam fee will be $125.

6. Examination coordinators report
D. Rozotto reported that the orientation session for ATIS exam candidates does not always work well; many questions are raised, and candidates may have more doubts than before.  One question often raised is what ATIS does for people who become members.  This should be considered in preparation for orientation sessions.

It would be useful to have a workshop for markers, especially for people who are serving as markers for the first time.

Agreed that the executive may decide on revised procedures for exams, without bringing the matter before the AGM.

S. Tremblay will send details on results of the latest ATIS admission exam, by email.

7. New logo
The executive asked the Noblet Design Group for more colour combinations to make sure that the ATIS logo is distinct from the Institut  Français.

Choice of colour combination 7408 661        In favour 8   Opposed 0

Website:  C. Gareau can continue as webmaster, but not with answering email inquiries to the address info@atis-sk.ca.  E. Ràfols will deal with the inquiries.

Lauren Ansaldo, for the Open Door Society, thanked the webmaster for the site, which is very useful.

8. Errors and omissions insurance
The question of insurance has been investigated in response to an inquiry by E. Ràfols.  In some associations, insurance is required; in others, members are offered the opportunity to buy group insurance.  Quotes have been obtained from companies:

Co-operators:  It depends on coverage; the minimum would be $375 a year.

H. MacDonald Insurance:  Premiums as of now would be $145 for certified members, $185 for associate members.

S. Tremblay has sent an email to MacDonald asking whether there must be minimum number of members in order to obtain that rate.

Agreed by the members that this question is worth pursuing.

9.  ATIS email
Members who want an ATIS email address for them posted on the site should send an email to the webmaster.  If they do not want such an address, they do not need to do anything.

Members should also email the webmaster about any other questions, and should send any changes (address, etc.) to the webmaster.

10. Other business
There was no other business.

Meeting adjourned.

� Information as of 1 November 2005:  There were15 registrations in 11 language combinations.  Fourteen candidates wrote the exam (one withdrew after the orientation session).  Eleven did not pass, and there is one appeal outstanding.  Two candidates passed.  We welcome Brian McKinstry as a new member of ATIS.





