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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

10 May 2008

Present:  Terina Abrahamson, Gaétane Bélanger, Brigitte Haguès, Richard Lapointe, Nicolle Sauvage, Nancy Senior, Sue Stewart, Françoise Stoppa, Sybile Tremblay, Elizabeth Warren

Proxies:  Shannon Armstrong, Robert Clark, Caro Gareau de Recio, Robert Jerrett, Vera Ljubovic, Brian Rainey, Erin Watson

1. Adoption of agenda

S. Tremblay asked if there were items to add to the agenda. R. Lapointe requested that archives be added as a point of discussion under point 8. Other business.

Adoption of agenda as amended moved by N. Sauvage / B. Haguès.

 Carried.

2. Approval of minutes of the Annual General Meeting, 12 May 2007
Approval of the minutes moved by G. Bélanger / N. Senior.
Carried.
3. Approval of minutes of the Fall General Meeting, 20 October 2007
Approval of the minutes moved by N. Senior / F. Stoppa.  Carried.
4. Business arising from the minutes
a. Retired member category
S. Tremblay proposed amendments to the ATIS Bylaws to reflect the new category of Retired Member. Following a discussion about voting rights, S. Tremblay revised her motion to specify that retired members would not have voting rights. (Amendments highlighted below.)

Moved (S. Tremblay / N. Sauvage)

Carried


4. Business arising from the minutes (continued)
b. Certification for interpreters
A conference interpreting examination administered by CTTIC will be held in Saskatchewan in early October. Details are to be finalized.

c. Membership identification
The executive had asked members for ideas about formal membership identification like a card, stamp or seal. No submissions were received and the executive put this issue on the back burner.

d. Errors and omissions insurance
S. Tremblay continues discussions with provincial authorities about allowing the Ontario-based insurance company that sells this insurance to other associations to do so in Saskatchewan under similar conditions.

e. Web site
The web site has been updated. Members are encouraged to communicate any new information and to point out any errors (ex. some links still going to old pages). For new projects see the President’s report below. 

f. Reciprocity with other associations

The Executive will look into adding a note to the bylaws to define reciprocity and what constitutes proof of good standing.

5. President's report
a. CTTIC news
· S. Tremblay passed on greetings from CTTIC President Michel Parent. He would be interested in attending the fall general meeting or the 2009 AGM to make a presentation about CTTIC.

· CTTIC will be hosting a national convention in 2010, the International Year of Languages. CTTIC is looking for volunteers from all associations. Feedback was requested on what topics would be a drawing card. Participants felt it would be important to focus on practical topics and translation as a profession rather than taking an overly academic approach. A number of specific topic ideas were shared. S. Tremblay will communicate this feedback to CTTIC.

b. Public relations
· Véronique Larlham stepped down from the PR position on the executive in the fall. The executive welcomed Robert Jerrett as her replacement.

· Thank you to R. Jerrett and E. Warren for coordinating the brochure and bookmark project. They worked with a student in the Graphic Arts program at SIAST. These materials will help ATIS meet its visibility objectives.  N. Senior will distribute materials in Saskatoon.

· International Translation Day ideas are welcome from ATIS members. R. Jerrett will identify promotional opportunities for ATIS.

c. Web site news
· N. Sauvage answered the call for a member to serve as the official Webmaster. S. Tremblay will provide her with background information and connect her with the person currently handling updates to the site on an ad hoc basis.

· B. Haguès and G. Bélanger are working on the site’s new FAQ section. They will be including questions from both client and member perspectives. ATIO and OTTIAQ have good FAQ sections that could serve as inspiration. Other suggestions are welcome.

d. Problems with membership arrears
· Many members are late with their membership fees and this shortfall is difficult for ATIS to absorb.

· The executive will discuss wording for a renewal notice and a note on the web page. The executive will also consider what the cut-off deadline will be.

5. President's report (continued)
e. Revised proficiency exam
· Thank you to N. Senior for her revision of the proficiency exam. From the adapted ATIA exam that we first used, the document is now truly made-in-Saskatchewan.

· It is important to refresh the exam every year. Developing a bank of tests to rotate could be helpful.

f. Appreciation

· S. Tremblay recognized support from the Institut français at the University of Regina (meeting places, telephone services and videoconference equipment).
6. Treasurer's report
a. 2007-08 Expenses
E. Warren presented the treasurer's report as of 31 March 2008, and an auditor's report for 2007-2008.

She explained two donations: a sponsored coffee break at the Canadian Association of Translation Studies conference and the Rendez-vous fransaskois. There was an increase in printing fees as this was the year that the 5-year certificates were printed. She noted the deficit situation and clarified that ATIS did have the cash on hand that was needed.

Moved (E. Warren / S. Tremblay) that the auditor's report be accepted.   Carried.
Moved (E. Warren / S. Tremblay) that Al Orban's services be retained for 2008-2009.  Carried.
b. 2010 Conference
CTTIC is likely to ask for seed money for the 2010 conference (ex. sponsoring a break-out session).

c. Certified membership fees
CTTIC will be raising its fees. According to E. Warren, ATIS should consider an increase for its certified member dues (currently $100). She suggested a motion be made at the fall meeting. The executive will discuss the appropriate way to proceed at its next meeting.

7. Exam coordinators' report
a. ATIS entrance examinations
· F. Stoppa presented the exam coordinators' report. Orientation and proficiency examinations were held on March 1, 2008 in both Saskatoon (10 candidates) and Regina (4 candidates). Twelve candidates, who had succeeded at the proficiency exam either this year or last year, wrote the Translation Examination on March 15, 2008. For further details see the full report on file.

· ATIS welcomes the following new Associate Member Translators:

· Tatiana Zotova, English to Russian

· Bernard Fafard, English to French

· Kelly Renner, French to English

· Shannon Armstrong, French to English

· ATIS is still expecting results from one marker for the English to Chinese language combination.
· The exam coordinators expressed their thanks to all of the markers and particularly to B. Rainey for his assistance with marking the editing component of the proficiency exam.
b. CTTIC examinations
Two candidates in the official languages wrote the CTTIC exam in Regina on February 16, 2008 (one associate member from ATIS and an ATIO member). ATIS awaits the results.

c. Tentative dates were set for the ATIS entrance exams in 2009:

Proficiency exam and orientation session
Saturday, February 28, 2009

ATIS Admission Exam



Saturday, March 14, 2009 

8. Other business
a. Archives

R. Lapointe reported on the ATIS records he has been storing for the past five years. He has reviewed the material to eliminate any duplicates or information unrelated to ATIS activities. He will review the material one more time to prepare for archival storage. He also is willing to continue storing the material for two more years. The approx. 1 m3 of material (10-12 banker’s boxes) is in a secure, dry location. He was seeking direction on what to do with surplus equipment and whether to contact the Provincial Archives about permanent storage for the records. It was agreed that R. Lapointe should dispose of the surplus equipment and contact the Provincial Archives. On behalf of ATIS, S. Tremblay thanked R. Lapointe for this work.

b. Fall General Meeting 

The date of the Fall General Meeting in Saskatoon was tentatively set for Saturday, October 18, 2008.

9. Election of executive
Several members of the executive were willing to let their names stand again. F. Stoppa stepped down as Exam Coordinator in Regina after many years of stellar work. No other nominations were received.

Moved (N. Sauvage/S. Stewart) that nominations cease. Carried.

Moved (R. Lapointe/F. Stoppa) that the slate be accepted as presented. Carried.
Executive for 2008-2009:

President:



Sybile Tremblay

Vice-President:


Brigitte Haguès

Secretary:



Terina Abrahamson

Treasurer:



Elizabeth Warren

Exam Coordinators:

Nancy Senior
(Saskatoon)






Vacant
*
(Regina)

Public Relations Director:   
Robert Jerrett

Member at Large:

Gaétane Bélanger

* The executive committee is tasked with filling the vacant Exam Coordinator-Regina position. 

Moved (F. Stoppa/G. Bélanger) that the meeting be adjourned.  Carried.

Revised ATIS Bylaws


IV - MEMBERSHIP





Categories





The Association consists of Founding Members, Certified Members, Associate Members, and Affiliate Members and Retired Members, who agree to abide by the Code of Ethics and by all rules and regulations of the Association.  Written indication of membership in ATIS must always be qualified by category of membership.  For example: “Certified member of ATIS,” “Associate member of ATIS,” and not simply “Member of ATIS.”





Sections 4.1-4.4 remain unchanged





4.5 Retired Members


4.5.1 Retired members are those who are no longer active in the profession and wish to keep in touch with the profession. 


4.5.2 Retired membership is to be renewed annually at the request of the retired member. 


4.5.3 In recognition of the years of service of retired members no fee will be charged. 


4.5.4 Retired members do not have voting rights at any general meetings. 





Sections 4.5, 4.6 and 4.7 will be renumbered as sections 4.6, 4.7 and 4.8





6.3 All members in good standing, except for retired members, have voting rights at all general meetings.
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